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Twas early morn when my kand-servant awoke me from my shimber.  ordered kim to lay out my best riding
gear ~ the finest Jeathers from our colenies in FEfrica, the best cloths from our territories in Fsia and'my
riding kat whick I bought in Gaberg while on my Grand Jour of Eurcpe. Upon donning my bost and
Sinest riding attire for the day, J chose the best mount in my stables ~ the grey mare named Fireblade " as I
adjudged her to be the bost and fustest mount for the ardicous journey which Jay afore me. Lord Rechford
of Muullingar had invited myself and the cther good and foyal members of the ancient association of the

(C%ﬁ to apicnic at his /funtz'nj foc[ye clégja in the woods near the small vz'ffzge cf ﬂztffz'njar. Jwas to
be a ﬂmj , dknjerou& J'ourne:}/ t/;rouj/; harse 5(37 and’ un/fof}/ savage enclaves.

Hence the neet[fér sturdy mownts and good valiant comradas, woll-tried with swordnd msskot Indeed;

Y Lord Dermot, Duke of the Lareny of Louth, was a weleceme companion as e kas
vast Knowledge of the art of warfare having received the fighest accoladss for is
service in several campaigns for THRIE. Ho would be foaving his good fady wife,
Lady Claire D Elfis, at Fort Dundalk as ke thought it too dangerews and’

cumbersome a J’ourmf}/ fér a Iac[j/ SO cyentfe and demure.

5o in our company was the Baren 57%% qf ?ft;ffcmcl: I am (y[‘ the ﬁrm opinion that ke Juﬁ%r& jren&
ﬁom bowel (Hcfcomfért but ke is such a knave and has a mouth as J/fmja as a sword that no one dared to
mention his ﬂatu/énce upon the tlk}/.

Lord D Erik of K.illiney just had Fis fevourite mount re-shod and although much ofder than the other
mounts, she was indeed in fine fettle and amatch for any man willing to put a wager a few guineas on a
dashk. My brother, TR I The Duke of Castleknock hadonly recently acquired his title and Jand as a
reward from the K.ing for dosigning and building muck needod roads around Dublinia. (But never the
thought entered Fis head of placing road signs along the routes!!). Yo decided to join us as kis trusty
mount “Lack Leauty had not boen for a good gallep in guite some time. She is suck a fine mount that J
have no doubt that seme Jearned scribe will semeday write a novel about her, though it will be difficuft to
think of a worthy title for such a novel.



Vcere g%nt[}ew‘ 11 of Lwcan fad afso been invited and fe browqht the %ﬂc&f&
>4 £g
;;z,nd}ea of dovakia who rode sidesaddle. Jhe :ﬁ‘ince&f fas been staying at the
tying

: N %ceroy s mansion and’ j am also c?f the strong Fefz'ef' that he intends to court her.
%r fat/ﬁer, {,inj ‘Gitric, has vast rick Jands in dovakia and’ cf believe the
Viceroy has designs on both the cﬁince&f and, kence, a great portion of the Jand
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whickh would be bequeathed to her as part of her dowry. ﬁdéed: my beliefs were bhorne
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out as, during the journevy, the Viceroy straved from the agreed path claiming ke kad missed one of the
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crossroads ! y’/ﬁe‘}/ eventuaf/j/ arrived at ﬁefvedére ?f(;uae /&nj zgcifer the main party and the (75 rincess was

sporting one oJC our t@& medallions!//

But I digress! The journey bogan with'the seven brave companions all meoting at the tewnfand of Glonee
- the Just safe cutpost frem Dublinia before we ventured into the forests and boghands afield: Early on in
cur journey, a piece of harness on Lord Dermot 's mount broke. LDut as a measure of the man and a cloar
display of his difigent military traiming, he quickly dismounted, took a replacement part from his
saddlebags and had'it repairedin a matter of minutes!! What a seldier!

We decided to avoid the main road as it is well Known among the  gentry that there are ﬁ;:yFszymen who rob
you and take your money and- possessions fér using these roads. %fonj the way, j noticed that my tenants
seemed to be more comfértaﬁ/é than j fad" imcyz'net[ with several windows in their hovels and scme with new

carriages and carts. j‘ must make a note to my&e[f to increase their taxes and t{y/&?& z'mmec[z'atefy.

W;te to se{‘ﬁ' 35 Jace a new tax on every window qf each hovel

Baren Mark's mount seemed to be rather Jame on the cutset as ke foll some distance belind the main
group. s we were in notorious surroundings, we waited for fiim to catch wp. Indeed; Lord Dermot
demanded that we stay closely by one ancther for fear of attack by rebelfiows natives. ‘We were but onfy
nigh on eight Fours into our journey when we arrived safely at the garrison town of Mullingar where we
B ® Junchedin the Greville Frms . The serving wenches made the usual fiuss over
the Duke of Castleknock bringing im tankard after tankard of wine and

oﬁérz’nj to show him the Foar([i'nj rooms upstairs. ﬁut we were hard Jauaﬁéc[
ﬁr time and alas he had to JZchoJooz’nt the wenches but vowed to return another

dky. ( S am c?ﬁ bewildered’ b:}/ what attraction t/fey ﬁnt[ in him //)



ﬂZanW/fz'fe, ﬁar(m 2‘7%:”/{ fad a portrait made ?]C /ﬁ'm&e/f Jtcmc[i'nj beside his ﬁvourz'te
minstrel in the main street gp %/fz’njar. ?lfe /;(vJoeJ to mount the Joz'cture in the main hall
c?][\ his summer residence in the ﬁorouj/f ?f‘ ﬁnjﬁw.

%ﬁer feaw'nj m[finjar, %ceroy ;%ntl}ew 11 and the g5 rincess Jtrayed; while the rest tff\ us arrived
&/zdortrf}/ at ogefvecﬁere ?ﬁvu&e. ﬁut there was no sign (#‘ Lord &cﬁﬁrcﬁ Lord tﬁermot amused | /ﬁ'm&e/f
with the new canon Lord @gcﬁ}%rtf fad- Jourt:/fa&()t[ fér the (léfénce gp fits Jands ﬁom the Jofeb:f. Then we
Jodged at the house for a brief instance before making our way to the newly built Gazebo. T shiqht bit
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hideous z'f‘ j‘ am honest but agﬁ%rc[i’nj ﬁne views over the Jake and
woodland. dtil no sign (va Lord &cﬁﬁrtf I Then we realized that we
had gotten the date incorrect — we were a clby ear/y n w'm'tz'nj due to the

X newﬁnjfec[ steam Jaouferec[ mechanical time kdegjaenf which %ceroy
%n(lj/ 11 had insisted’: upon us all to Jourc/faae ﬁom him ( ke is such a cad

Sfor new z’nventz'om/). Dut the devices kad forgoten to include the Jeap
year!!] We decided to stay awhile to rest curselves and cur mounts and had the servants feotch the
makogany table to the Guzeho where we kad franch and great comraderie. Lord Dermot told ws many a
Frumourous story of fis triunphs in the fleld: Fefter some further refoshiments, wo Foadod off on the fong

return J'ourne:}/ to our castles and mansions.

j must ﬁnz’&/f up now as j am almost out (?]C velum and the candle burns Jow. z;%f&o, j will need a joocf nz’y/;ta
ergjo as Ear/ ﬁoyfe has invited me fér a card game and orgy at hits ?f(;fﬁf Fire Glub. ?f(; fas a césfzmz'w/f

'Iaclj/ in %z’tz’nj ”Jtt{}/l'nj with him at  present and wants me to meet with her too.

:7‘23/ final thoughts of suck a great clby, todky, are. .. will the t\‘g& stif] be in existence henceforth in
ancther 300 years | Fnd will Viceroy Fndy 11 ‘s invention of a mechanically propelled korse ever come to
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